
 
2020 POLICY AND ADVOCACY PRIORITIES 

 

 
YWCA Nashville & Middle Tennessee engages in advocacy efforts that support our mission to eliminate 

racism, empower women, and promote peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all. Approaching this work 

with an equity lens, we promote trauma-informed, survivor-centered policies and practices that contribute 

to ending both racism and gender-based violence, including its root causes and symptoms.    

 

YWCA Nashville & Middle Tennessee’s education and legislative advocacy efforts support the people 

we serve through our domestic violence shelter, school-based programming, and adult and early 

education programs. We welcome working with like-minded organizations that are aligned with our 

mission. 

 

Health & Safety 
 

Invest in Safety for Survivors of Domestic Violence (DV) 
DV occurs among all races, ethnicities, genders, and socio-economic classes. While there are obstacles 

for anyone seeking to leave an abusive relationship, these are even more pronounced for women of color, 

including immigrants, who face high rates of poverty, poor education, limited job resources, language 

barriers, and fear of police brutality and/or deportation.1 These factors make it more difficult to find help 

and support services. The YWCA will advocate to: 

  

 Increase dedicated and recurring funding for shelter services, case management, children’s 

therapy, and substance use treatment for DV victims; 

 Ensure locations of family violence shelters across Tennessee remain confidential and that 

penalties are enacted for malicious disclosure of confidential shelter locations; 

 Educate and train licensed cosmetologists in recognizing and responding to domestic violence in 

their clients;  

 Increase equitable funding for trauma-informed and mental health services for women and 

families who are traumatized by DV; and  

 Identify ways to restrict firearms from convicted DV offenders and those who are identified by 

the courts/law enforcement as imminent threats to their victims. 

 

Ensure Access to Quality, Affordable Health Care for Women, Gender Nonconforming 

People, and Girls  
Quality, affordable health care is critical to everyone, but for many women, gender nonconforming 

people, children, and people of color, getting the insurance coverage and trauma-informed medical care 

they need is a struggle. The YWCA will advocate to: 

 

 Expand access to Medicaid in Tennessee;   

 Advocate for schools to provide comprehensive, medically accurate, non-shaming, and LGBTQ-

inclusive sexuality education.  

 

                                                 
1 Women of Color Network, Inc. (2017). Life in the Margins: Expanding Intimate Partner Violence Services for Women of Color by Using Data 
as Evidence. Harrisburg, PA.  



 
 

Empowerment & Economic Advancement 
 

Support Efforts to Improve Women’s Economic Security 
Women should never have to choose between their job and their health or family. Every worker deserves 

a living wage, health insurance, job-protected safe leave, and paid sick and family leave. The YWCA 

will: 
 Partner with organizations to expand access to job-protected safe leave, and paid sick and family 

leave; 

 Support efforts to remove child care barriers to women’s workplace participation; and 

 Work to eliminate the race and gender wage gaps.   

 

Support Efforts to Increase Affordable Housing  
The lack of safe and affordable housing and limited income status disproportionately impact women of 

color and victims of domestic violence.2 Working with community partners, the YWCA will: 

 

 Support efforts that include a comprehensive, inclusive, and adequately funded plan to address 

the urgent need for affordable housing in our city.  

 

Promote Access to Quality Education  
Quality education is key to breaking the cycle of poverty. Due to racial and gender bias and through 

overly punitive school discipline policies, schools disproportionately push black youth out of school and 

into the criminal justice system.3 In order for all students to thrive, schools not only need to invest in 

students’ academic needs, but districts must also address and discuss the needs of the school community. 

The YWCA will:   

 

 Support policies that increase access to educational opportunities for underserved communities, 

particularly for women and children of color, including immigrants;   

 Work with educators to reform school discipline policies and practices that disproportionately 

target girls of color, girls with disabilities, and LGBTQ youth; and 

 Support efforts that increase school-based health centers, counselors, social workers, and other 

programs that help limited income youth access wrap-around services. 

 

Civil & Human Rights   
 

Eliminate institutional racism in government, schools, businesses, healthcare and the courts  
Racial profiling, bias and discrimination are woven into every day practices and policies that systemically 

benefit white people and harm people of color. The YWCA will:  

 

 Support initiatives to eliminate policies and practices within our criminal justice and educational 

systems that criminalize and disenfranchise women and girls of color and other marginalized 

communities, including immigrant communities. 

                                                 
2 YWCA USA. (2018). Removing Housing Barriers to Women’s Workforce Participation. New York, New York.  
3 National Women’s Law Center. (2017). How Many Girls of Color are Really Pushed Out of School? It Could Be More Than We Thought. 
Washington, DC.  



 
 

Support the Protection and Expansion of Americans’ Voting Rights  
Tennessee has one of the lowest voter participation rates in America. This can be traced to legislation that 

heightens the barriers to casting a ballot, particularly disenfranchising black and brown citizens.4  The 

YWCA will:   

 

 Speak out against voter suppression tactics; 

 Support efforts to register voters, restore voting rights, and expand voting rights; and 

 Increase awareness among high schoolers and eligible voters about their voting rights and the 

importance of voting. 

 

Promote the Protection of Immigrant and Refugee Rights  
Tennessee has one of the fastest growing immigrant and refugee populations in the country.5 This has 

often been met with a climate of extreme anti-immigrant and anti-refugee policy.  The YWCA will:  

 

 Support policies and practices that ensure the protection of and equal opportunity for immigrants 

and refugees; and      

 Support in-state tuition for all students graduating from Tennessee high schools, regardless of 

their immigration status.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 Voting Rights. (2018, March 18). Retrieved August 17, 2018, from https://theequityalliance.org/issues/voting-rights/. 
5 What Is Welcoming Tennessee? (n.d.). Retrieved August 2, 2018, from https://www.tnimmigrant.org/what-welcoming-tennessee/.  
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