Elizabeth Seigenthaler Courtney has worked in the field of public relations for more than 25 years, holding positions at Seigenthaler Public Relations, the company her late father founded, for 24 of those years. Her involvement in an extensive list of Nashville nonprofits clearly demonstrates her passion for volunteering and improving the lives of others. As the current chair and CEO of Seigenthaler Public Relations, Elizabeth leads and inspires her clients and colleagues by example.
Between nonprofit board meetings and volunteering for more than 40 local organizations, Elizabeth finds time to oversee the staff of an award-winning, full-service PR firm, which is based in Nashville and has offices in Chicago and New York. She has played a leadership role in shaping the city’s perception of public relations and those who practice it. In guiding communications for many prominent companies, organizations and individuals in Tennessee, she has also played a key role in influencing the opinions of others about our city. For example, in overseeing the launch of the first Nashville-to-London flight for the Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority, Elizabeth helped introduce Nashville to visitors, travel planners and business people from around the world.
Her work in countless leadership service projects allows Elizabeth to challenge herself while working toward expanding the arts, education, social services and recreation programs throughout Nashville. Some of her past and present leadership roles include positions on the boards of directors for the Adventure Science Center, the Center for Nonprofit Management, the Nashville Opera, the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce, Cheekwood Botanical Gardens and the Tennessee Lottery, to which she was appointed by Gov. Phil Bredesen.
Well-known and highly respected, Elizabeth has received numerous awards for her leadership and involvement in the Nashville community. In 2007, the Nashville Business Journal named her a “Woman of Influence,” and in 2005, she was chosen as one of six women in the U.S. to participate in the Protégé program by the Committee of 200, an international organization of top businesswomen. In addition, Elizabeth was given the “Outstanding Volunteer of the Year” award by the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce in both 1997 and 2006, and was named a “Top 40 Nashvillian Under 40” by Business Nashville magazine in 2000. She is a member of the International Women’s Forum, the Society of International Business Fellows, the Leadership National Alumni Association and the Public Relations Society of America.
Elizabeth graduated from Boston College, in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and communications.
