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“The hair represents the loss of having it pulled out.
The choker represents strangulation.
The wire on the mouth represents being forced to keep quiet.
The words on the back of the head represent what I’m leaving behind.
The words on the front of the head represent where I’m going in my journey through life.
I...look forward to good things in the future.”

-- Bold Faces of Truth participant
								

At the YWCA, we dedicate ourselves to finding new and profound ways to help victims of domestic violence heal and move forward to better lives.

One such avenue is through art. In 2007, we began a program pairing professional artists with survivors willing to explore their journeys from abuse to wholeness. A licensed clinical social worker helps guide the artists through the process.

That first program produced not only affirming experiences for the survivors, but also powerful images. Their combination of darkness and light literally put a face on domestic violence. We found the collection of sculptures at once strong and vulnerable, disturbing and reassuring.

 In 2011, the YWCA again called on local artists to resume the 
Bold Faces of Truth  project. Thanks to funding by Metro Arts Commission, seven artists paired with seven survivors. Their collaborations are on view here. These faces took shape in a two-day workshop during which the artists helped the women express both verbally and artistically their journey from victim to victorious. Accompanying each sculpture are the words of the survivor who created it.

In these sculptures, we see a way to share with the community an often private plague that cries for public awareness. One in four women will be a victim of domestic violence during her lifetime. Tennessee ranks 5th in the nation for most homicides associated with domestic violence. 

In 2010, the YWCA’s Weaver Domestic Violence Center -- the largest domestic violence shelter in the state -- served 233 women and 187 children for a total of 15,753 bed-nights. Our crisis line answered 3,791 calls, and our Transitional Housing program helped 33 women and 46 children establish safe, productive lives in the community.

“All of the art is powerful, some of the pieces represent the artist’s experience of the journey from victim to survivor with the YWCA by her side,” says Pat Shea, President and CEO of the YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

We hope you find these works of art moving and important. The YWCA wishes to thank the artists who selflessly volunteered their time and talents and the survivors who bravely shared their stories. Bold Faces of Truth acts not only as part of the personal healing process for these women, but also as a universal statement on domestic violence and the triumph of moving beyond its grip.

 

