For the past 34 years, Judge Barbara Haynes has helped make women and women’s issues a priority in Middle Tennessee. Her belief in women and their abilities is reflected in the work she does as Davidson County’s 3rd Circuit Court judge, as well as through her support of many community programs. 
Barbara’s passion for women’s issues led her to serve as one of the founding members of All About Women, Inc., a program that has helped 65,000 women statewide. When All About Women began, the organization had little name recognition; but thanks to her vision, Barbara has helped secure funding, recruited volunteers and hosted women from all over Middle Tennessee who benefit from free health screenings and other female-focused wellness services at All About Women. 

Barbara is truly committed to all causes related to improving the lives of women. In 2006, she championed legislation that allows unused drugs from nursing homes and hospice care to be recycled and redistributed to people in need, particularly women. 

As a general sessions judge from 1982 to 1990, Barbara was appointed by Gov. Ned McWherter to chair the Sentencing Committee. While on the committee, she helped rewrite part of the criminal code and pushed it through the legislature to change definitions and sentences for crimes relating to women, such as rape, domestic violence and crimes dealing with children. 

She is devoted to her professional and community work in Nashville as a member of the Lawyer’s Association for Women, CABLE and the Tennessee International Women’s Forum. Barbara also serves on the Monroe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital at Vanderbilt board of directors and has served as chair.
A graduate of the University of Tennessee and Nashville School of Law, Barbara is a role model for all women who juggle a career and family. She and her husband, Sen. Joe M. Haynes, have three children and are the proud grandparents of seven grandchildren. 

