WOMEN HELPING WOMEN: THE YWCA OF NASHVILLE, 1898-1998

YWCA TIME LINE
1837 - Protestant School of Industry established in Nashville
1898 - Organizational meeting of YWCA of Nashville

1909 - Capital Campaign to raise money for new YWCA building to be built on
site of Protestant School of Industry, Seventh Avenue, April 1-15

June 10 - Groundbreaking
1911 - YWCA opens new building- May 4
1917 - Tea Room opens

1919 - National YWCA sent check of $1000. for a branch for African-American
women in Nashville

1921 - Community Chest is established

1921 - Property at 5th and Gay is purchased for Blue Triangle Branch
1930 - McGannon Hall is given to YWCA to use as annex

1944 - First Teen Town opened

1950 - Board votes to close McGannon Hall

1953 - Branch moves to 1708 Pearl Street - October 25 - dedication

1954 - Chamber of Commerce announces plans to create a United Fund to
replace Community Chest - UGF

1962 - YWCA begins to offer classes in Green Hills and Donelson
1964 - Downtown YWCA and Blue Triangle Branch become one YWCA
1973 - Blue Triangle Branch closes

1974 - Board agrees to provide emergency facilities for women referred by Rape
and Crisis Center

1975 - Opening of Women'’s Exchange - “The Pumpkin Patch” - March
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1975 - Women'’s Resource Center opens at YWCA

1976 - Try Angle House opens

1976 - Gas leak forces Board to close Seventh Avenue building
1977 - June 29 - Mary Ann Jackson is named executive director
1977 - August - Board votes to sell building

1978 - Career and Life Planning for Women and Girls is created;
Displaced Homemakers is added later in year

1978 - April 2 - YWCA moves to Woodmont Blvd.

1978 - YWCA Legal clinic opens

1978 - CABLE is established

1978 - Displaced Homemakers Program begins

1980 - Domestic Violence Shelter opens

1981 - NewStart program for women about to be released from prison is established
1985 - Capital Campaign of $2 million is completed for new facility

1989 - Mary Ann Jackson retires

1990 - YWCA's Sisterhood Program opens

1992 - Academy of Women of Achievement is established

1993 - My Sister’s House, a second domestic violence shelter opens in
Williamson County

1994 - Family Child Care Registration begins
1994 - Dollar General Store partnership
1997 - August; fire destroys Dollar General Store in Sam Levy Homes

1998 - YWCA celebrates 100 years of service to the community

145



WOMEN HELPING WOMEN: THE YWCA OF NASHVILLE, 1898-1998

OFFICERS

PRESIDENTS

Mrs. E.H. East, temporary chair, 1898
Mrs. H.C. Tolman (Mary W.) 1898-1900
Mrs. J.W. Childress — 1900
Mrs. A.S. Marks - 1901-02
Mrs. O.E. Brown 1902-06
Mrs. Edward Buford (Lazinka Elliston) 1907-1913
Mrs Arch Trawick (Kate) 1913-1916
Mrs. George F Blackie (Medora) 1916-1919
Mrs. J.R. Wheeler - 1919-1922
Mrs. Byrd Douglas, Jr. (Mary Stahlman) 1922-1923
Miss Susie McWhirter 1923-25
Mrs. AJ. Dyer (Elizabeth) 1925-28
Mrs. John Aust (Daisy) 1928-30
Miss Susie McWhirter 1930-35
Mrs. EB. Dressler (Minnie)1935-1937
Mrs. Malcolm Williams (Dollie) 1937-40
Mrs. Murdoch MacLeod (Dorothy) 1940-41
Mrs. A.B. Rodes (Sara) 1941-44
Mrs. Maxey Jarman (Sarah Mac) 1944-47
Mrs. John T. McCall (Gertrude) 1947-49
Mrs. Noble Van Ness (Beth Ann) 1950-52
Mrs. C.E. Mager (Margaret) 1953-54
Mrs. Charles Cook (Virginia) 1955-57
Mrs. Carr Payne (Mary Evans) 1957-58
Mrs. Claude P Street (Elizabeth) 1959-60
Mrs. Douglas W. Binns (Josephine) 1961-62
Mrs. Edwin Anderson (Katherine)1963-64
Mrs. Solon Sudduth (Dorothea) 19656
Mrs. Harold Dorris (Sallye Mae) 1966-67
Mrs. Miller Manier (Ada) 1968
Mrs. Robert Evans (Adelaide) 1968-69
Mrs. Wilson Sims (Linda) 1970-72
Mrs. Ernest C. Miller (Evelyn) 1972
Anne Gulley 1972-75
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Charlene Halverstadt 1975-76
Dot Dobbins 1976-77
Charlotte Brooks 1977-79
Kathryn Smith 1979-80
Martha Warfield 1980-82
Harriet Foley 1982-84
Joanne Bailey 1984-86
Kerry Eason 1986-88
Connie Clark 1988-89
Beth Tanner 1989-91
Pat Williams 1991-92
Sue Spickard 1992-94
Newtonia Coleman 1994-95
Sue Fort White 1995-96
Pat Pierce 1996-97
Elizabeth Crook 1997-98

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL BOARD

Sarah Mac Jarman
Joyce Searcy

GENERAL SECRETARIES/EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

Miss Elsie West
Miss Abbie McElvoy
Adaline C. Gordon 1902-06
Miss Wheeler 1906
Miss Glenn, 1906-07
Adaline Gordon 1907-11
Katherine Morris 1911 (acting secretary)
Miss Elva Sly 1911-15
Kate Trawick 1915-1925
Ella Agnew 1925-26
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INDEX

Ada Starkweather 1926
Ida Scherrebeck 1926-44
Sallie Sumner 1944-52
Gladys Little 1952-61
Bethann Van Ness 1961-64
Anne W. Anderson 1964-69
Elizabeth Stewart (Case) 1969-72
Alberzine Freeman 1972-74
Betty Anne Murphy 1974-76
Robbie Lou Fitzgerald, Acting Director, 1977
Mary Ann Jackson 1977-1989
Jan Scanlon, 1990-1992
Brenda Ramsey, Acting Director, 1992
Louise Burgess, 1993-1997

BLUE TRIANGLE DIRECTORS

Marian Hadley 1919-21
Mary E. Jackson
Anna Jackson, acting director
Mrs. Mattie Carr Chavis 1923-28
Miss Georgia E. Wares 1928-32
Miss Mabel Brady 1932-33
Miss Wilbie Kight 1933
‘Miss Rachel Taylor 1936-45
Miss Elenor Mumford 1945-46
Miss Louise Gullate 1946
Carrie Hull, interim volunteer director
Anna D. Kelly 1955-61
Doris Outlaw 1961-63
Nan Gordon, interim 1963-64
Gladys Sherrill 1964-68
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Cheek, Cordie 72
Chicago 21
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Nashville YWCA founded in three rooms
over the Gartner and Maden Millinery Shop, 227
MNorth Summer 5t. (now 5th Ave.)

Depression R
makes YWCA a haven

for women and girls:
“Have you ever noticed

S -
how deep the ruts are in ‘}“' _h'“‘&'

the stone steps of the YWCA? The women of this city in

search of recreation, diversion, welfare, food, physical edu-
%Iy away the stones.”

At ground breaking ceremonies of a new YWCA building on Vine Street (7th Ave.), Major E.B. Stahlman comments: “In
older times, a woman was regarded merely as a gift of the gods and was treated as a slave. But thank god, that day has
passed. .. Nashville is in advance of any other Southern city in its aid toward such a splendid institution.”

Blue Triangle
Branch and
Downtown

YWCA become

1909

Nashville YWCA mobilizes to support the war
effort through Red Cross drives, sewing, dances
for soldiers and donating building space for

19417

brought the women of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

together. As women joined the downtown workforce at
the turn of the century, church women founded the YWCA for
the purpose of helping the young woman working in business or in
the factory to meet her needs: where to live, where to eat, and
what to do for fun. Through the efforts of the board members and volunteers, working women gained
respectability as well as independence. Women who had been sheltered from many of the social
problems of the community were given an opportunity to see first-hand how other women lived. This
growing awareness of other women's needs enabled these women to realize the common bonds of
womanhood and the potential good that could be accomplished by women working together.

The YWCA met the challenges of World War |, the Great Depression, and World War Il and
adapted as Nashville women faced each era. As societal needs for women changed, so did the YWCA.
The YWCA confronted the problems of racial segregation directly and integrated its programs and facili-
ties at a time when Nashville struggled with the issue. As working women became more independent,
the YWCA ended its residence facilities and created innovative new programs to address critical prob-
lems facing Nashville women. Women Helping Women: The YWCA of Nashville has been written as the
YWCA celebrates one hundred years of service to the community. Although the needs of women have
changed over the past one hundred years, the YWCA's commitment to women remains unchanged.

T hroughout its one hundred year history, the YWCA has

Carole Bucy teaches history at Volunteer State Community College. She is the author of The Civil War Years
in Tennessee and Tennessee Women: A Guide for Teachers. She is a frequent speaker throughout the state.

YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
1608 Woodmont Boulevard
Nashville, TN 37215

ISBN |-879941-37-6



