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It is in large part due to Mary Ann Jackson’s belief in the
tmportance of the YWCA’s history that this project has been done.
When Mary Ann Jackson accepted the job as Executive Director
of the YWCA of Nashville in 1977, one of the first things that she
did was to read all of the YWCA minutes. Although Mary Ann
knew something about the YWCA's rich heritage, she wanted to
learn specific details of the history. She wanted to study the
women of the YWCA. She wanted to learn about the Executive
Directors, board members, and the women whose lives had been
changed by the YWCA. In short, she wanted to learn what had
happened in the past before she charted a course for the future of
this organization. She wanted to identify the historic foundation
Jor the YWCA and then build on that foundation. Mary Ann
Jackson believed in the YWCA. She believed that women had a
moral responsibility to help other women.

It was Mary Ann who saw that the historic files were carefully
boxed and taken to the Tennessee State Library and Archives for
safekeeping when the Seventh Avenue building was sold. When
she retived from the YWCA, the YWCA history project was an
important one which she wanted to see finished. She saw the
celebration of the YWCA's centennial in 1998 as the appropriate
time for this history to be presented and recruited me in 1994 to
work on it. She took me down to the archives to view the boxes of
files and shared her vision for this history. I would write the
history of the Nashville YWCA with her help and support.
Unfortunately, Mary Ann lost her battle with cancer in 1995
before my work began.

I have thought about her throughout the process of writing
this book. To Mary Ann Jackson, I owe a tremendous debt of
gratitude for inviting me into the project. Because of her vision,
Juture scholars from across the country can come to study the
Nashville YWCA papers at the Archives where they are being
preserved. This history is only the beginning. Much will be written
and published in the future about the unique role of the Nashville
YWCA as the women involved with it accepted the challenges of
the day and responded to the needs of women.

Carole Bucy, December 31, 1997
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