In October 2007, the Metropolitan Nashville Elder Abuse Prevention Project was established, with funding from the Office on Violence Against Women.  This partnership included the YWCA of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, the Sexual Assault Center, Fifty Forward formerly known as Senior Citizens, Inc., Metropolitan Nashville Police Department, the Davidson County Office of the District Attorney General and Adult Protective Services.  The partnership was built upon existing collaborative work and a common commitment to improving the community’s response to and prevention of elder abuse.
Since its inception, the partners have trained 1,208 police officers, 140 rookies, and 83 detectives which has exceeded the grant’s projected outcome.  This grant also provided specific training opportunities to judicial members including a district attorney and a local Judge.
Due to this collaborative effort, communication channels have been strengthened.  More importantly, most of the partners believe this level of collaboration will outlast the original purposes of the committee.
In November 2009, an evaluation was conducted by Dr. Wayne Pitts from the University of Memphis to research the successfulness of this collaboration and provide feedback and recommendations.  Dr. Pitts reported that, “the Nashville Area Elder Abuse Prevention Project represents community collaboration at its best”.  As the original grant comes to an end, Adult Protective Services has agreed to serve as the lead agency to continue this valuable work in collaboration with existing partners.  For more information please contact the YWCA at 615.983.5150.
