Justice Cornelia A. Clark has given more than 20 years of service to the Middle Tennessee community. As one of five justices on the state’s highest court, Cornelia plays an influential role in addressing important issues of law in Tennessee. Outside of her role in the court, Cornelia works tirelessly to educate the public about the importance of the judicial system. 
Cornelia’s commitment to educating citizens about the judicial system stems from her belief that each of us should understand the basic principle upon which our system depends, the rule of law. Cornelia educates Middle Tennesseans of all ages and backgrounds through presentations at churches, schools, women’s organizations, Rotary clubs, libraries, community events such as Leadership Franklin, citizens police academies and Continuing Legal Education seminars. In 2009, she was even invited to deliver the prestigious Florrie Wilkes Sanders Lecture at Vanderbilt Law School. She also operates SCALES (Supreme Court Advancing Legal Education for Students), an initiative that helps high school students learn the legal system. 
Cornelia’s community involvement extends well beyond her commitment to educating the public about the judicial system. She has also been on the board of the YWCA of Nashville & Middle Tennessee and a term as president of the board. She has also served on the board of United Way of Williamson County.
Before she was appointed to the Supreme Court, Cornelia served as director of the Administrative Office of the Courts, where she was the judiciary’s spokesperson in the legislature and was responsible for the judiciary’s budget. In a long line of firsts, Cornelia was the first woman trial judge in Tennessee’s 21st District and the first female city attorney for Franklin, along with being the first woman partner at Farris Warfield & Kanaday. Not surprisingly, given her love for educating, she taught at Vanderbilt Law School for 10 years after starting her professional life as a high school social studies teacher.

